
South Orchestra
November Newsletter

ECKMEA District Honor Orchestrestra

Pops Concert - December 5th
This year we are proud to present an "Evening at the Oscars" as our theme for this year's pop concert.
It will be an evening of Oscar winning and nominated music. This concert will be held in the cafeteria
and pastries and coffee will be available to purchase. All the proceeds will go to Raiders Helping
Raiders. This organization helps South students in need during the holiday season. The Pop's Concert
will be on Thursday December 5th starting at 7:00 p.m.
 
This event will have a red carpet. Anyone can come a little early and get their picture taken on the red
carpet. Parents are encouraged to dress up if you want and there will be a photographer there to take
you picture if you so desire.
 
There will be an email next week with a sign-up genius for parents to �nd ways to help out with this
terri�c event. Stay tuned for that information.

Pop's Concert Schedule
On Thursday, December 5th, students will need to help with either set-up or clean-up. Kids can sign-up
in class next week for what they would like to do. Additionally, each group will have a chance to
rehearse before this event. If students want to stay at SMS, SOS will be hosting pizza before the
concert, so kids don't need extra transportation. Here is the schedule for that day:

pdf Pop's Concert Schedule.pdf Download
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A huge congratulations to those that auditioned for the East Central Kansas Music Educator's
Association Honor Orchestra. This is the top group for our area of Kansas. Students must learn
professional audition music and then perform for a blind audition. It is a rigorous event with hundreds
of talented kids auditioning. The following students made the group from SMS!
 
Ben Holcomb - Cello - 2nd Chair Gold Orchestra

https://eckmea.org/?section=hsorch&page=roster1920_gold
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5dcd91a5c6b54f0189f77e24


Sarah Wilson - Viola - 2nd Chair Gold Orchestra
Julia Schnittker - Viola - 7th Chair Gold Orchestra
Felicia Paolercio - Cello - 9th Chair Gold Orchestra
Katie Cooper - Cello - 12th Chair Gold Orchestra 
Maggie Holcomb - Violin - 13th Chair Gold Orchestra
Nathan Tompkins - Cello - 1st Chair Blue Orchestra
Felice Thomas - Bass - 7th Chair Blue Orchestra
Jaedron Mueller - Viola - 10th Chair Blue Orchestra
Joselyn Hernandez - Viola - 11th Chair Blue Orchestra
Ashe Merrick - Violin - 17th Chair Blue Orchestra
 
These students will now learn very advanced music for a performance that happens on Saturday,
December 7. That event will be at Olathe South High School and the performance is at 4 pm. Any and
all are welcome to attend and hear these amazing groups!

Dances - Biggest SOS Fundraisers
If you were not aware, South Orchestras Supporters (or SOS) sponsors 4 dances throughout the
school year. These are 7th and 8th grade dances put on at SMS with the SOS hosting. The design of
these is to help spread the load over different orchestras so that the same parents are not always
doing the work. Our �rst dance in September was a success and a huge thank you to Symphonic
parents and students for helping. Tomorrow, November 15th, is the next dance. We really need a few
more parents to help out. Here is the link to signup:
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4caea822a3fe3-middle6 
 
At these events, parents chaperone by watching to make sure all kids are safe. Additionally, we ask all
students to bring in cookies or brownies as snacks.
 
Thank you to all those who have already contributed!
 
The next dance is on Friday, January 17th and we will be asking Freshman parents and students to
contribute.

Holiday Music
Students will begin learning Holiday music in class next week. This will be an easy set of music that
kids can use to perform during the holiday season if they would like. The music is set-up in a way that
students do not need to be in a standard string quartet to perform. They can do solos, duets and any
combination of instruments. If you would like a student to play at your event, they should now have
the ability to do so.

Playing Tests (formal assessment)
Students will have 3 formal performance assessments between now and the end of the quarter. These
can be performed in class or as a video turned in online. Please note that if students do NOT turn in a
video by the date and time it is due, they will need to perform it in class for me. Here are the dates these
assessments are due. More information is on google classroom, where the students will turn in videos
if they do not wish to perform for the class.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4caea822a3fe3-middle6


Symphony Excursion - Saturday, January 18

 
Assessment #1
Freshman - Wednesday, November 20 - 1:10 pm
Symphonic/Chamber - Wednesday, November 20 - 7:39 am 
Philharmonic - Thursday, November 22 - 8:49 am 
 
 
Assessment #2
Freshman - Wednesday, December 4 - 1:10 pm
Symphonic/Chamber - Wednesday, December 4 - 7:39 am 
Philharmonic - Thursday, December 5- 8:49 am
 
 
 
Assessment #3
Freshman - Wednesday, December 11- 1:10 pm
Symphonic/Chamber - Wednesday, December 11 - 7:39 am 
Philharmonic - Thursday, December 12 - 8:49 am

Practice Logs
Students will be turning in a practice log every Monday in class. This is a paper copy of a suggested
practice routine that will help kids be "Symphonic" ready when the auditions take place in April of 2020.
I would like to be as helpful as possible and this seemed the most effective way to give students a
guide to success as they work hard to improve their skills and be ready to be a part of the group they
want to be a part of.

Fundraising
SOS will be sponsoring fundraisers for individuals over the next months. An upcoming event is the Hy-
Vee bagging fundraiser. If you are interested you can sign up and more information can be found at:
 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044ba8ab23a13-hyvee
 
 

Ice Skating
It is a long standing tradition that students who want to can go ice
skating with the Orchestra. This is a student led event and not
technically an orchestra event. It has traditionally taken place right
after our last �nal in December at The Ice at Park Place. Students
should look to their class representatives for information.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044ba8ab23a13-hyvee
https://s.smore.com/u/c8f80731b2604f18c09b14aba86d02dd.png


Every year the orchestra does several things to promote a deeper
understanding of our craft, expose students to new experiences and get
to know each other more. One of those experiences will be a trip to the
KC Symphony.
 
This year’s trip take place on Saturday, January 18, 2020. We will get to
hear Brahms, Beethoven, Fung and Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto, played by Nancy Zhou.
(https://tickets.kcsymphony.org/15153).
 
We will depart the SMS parking lot around 5:15 pm and get back to the SMS parking lot around 10:15
pm. We plan on stopping at the Plaza and kids will be able to purchase a meal together before we go
on to the Symphony.  
 
SOS pays for the cost of transportation to and from SMS as well as most of the ticket to the
Symphony. Students pay for $10 of the ticket. This is an optional experience, and you sign-up by
returning the form below with the $10 (cash, Check made out to “SOS” or you can pay online at
www.southorchestras.org). This form will be handed out in class tomorrow, November 15th. It will be
due next week on Friday.

Upcoming Events

pdf Symphony Excursion 2020.pdf Download
38.1 KB

SOS Meeting

When

Thursday, Nov. 14th, 7-8pm

Where

Shawnee Mission South High School 

Middle School Dance

When

Friday, Nov. 15th, 6-9pm

Where

SMS Cafeteria 

https://tickets.kcsymphony.org/15153
http://www.southorchestras.org/
https://s.smore.com/u/2cc5d039f955ef91f41ba4be1d64b317.jpg
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5dcdb63aa3b2a8076568c3aa
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By Audrey Cauton and Lily Cooper

Pops Concert

When

Thursday, Dec. 5th, 7-8pm

Where

5800 West 107th Street

Overland Park, KS

@smshorchestra

Social Media

Shawnee Mission South High S… southorchestras.org/
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SMS Orschesta Stickers
Junior Margot Tuttle has made SMS Orchestra stickers! Visit our website if you are interested!




